PIO PIO DAIRY

FACTORY.

Laying of Foundation Stone.

. Wednesday last was a gala day in
%&he Pio Pio township, the occasion
being the laying of the foundation
stone of the Pio Pio Co-operative DBut-

ter Factory. Mr W. T. Jennings,
M.P., made a special trip to Pio Pio
in order to lay the stone. A number
of Te Kuiti residents accompanied Mr
Jennings, Mr Hattaway’s break being
filled, others driving in buggies, and a
number rode out.

Shortly after arrivirg at Pio Pio,
Mr P. O’'Dwyer and his fellow direc-
tors, invited all present to sif down to
an appe-ising lunch laid out in the
dining room of Mr Hattaway’s new
boarding house. Full justice having
been done to the many goed things so
kindly provided by the Pio Pio ladies,
the chairman, Mr P. O’Dwyer, pro-
posed the toast of the King, which
was enthusiastically honoured. He
then extended a hearty welcome to all
visitors, and stated that he was de
lighted to see such a large gathering,
which ineluded many distinguished
visitors. He was very glad to have
their member with them that day, and
stated that h= had always found Mr
Jennings ready and willing to do all
he could for the settler.

Mr Jennings expressed thanks for
the hearty welcome extended to him.
He also wished to thank the ladies for
the pleasing repast they had provided,
and regretted that the ladies were not
sitting round the table with them.
He congratulated Mr Hattaway upon
the fine boardnig house he had erected,
which shewed the faith he must have
in the future of the township and ais-
trict. He thought it was his duty as
well as pleasure to accept Mr O’Dwyer’s

invitation to be present that day and
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glad to be with them and to meet old
and new friends. Mr Jennings went
on to say that his electorate was a
Jarge one to get round, containing
6414 square miles and carrying a
population of 12,699. He {felt he
would like to be with them more often,
were it not a physical impossibility.
With regard to road matters, Mr Jen-
nings said he was cognisant of the
fact that what had been done in the
past was not altogether satisfactory,
yet large sums had been spent in his
electorate, He, as their representa-
tive, had always done his best in the
matter, and he fully realised - that
settlers were entitled to first consider-
ation. In a new district, a complete
gystem of roading could not be ob-
tained in a few years and he would
like those present to think and realise
what had already been done. With
regard to school matters and other
changes he had seen in the district
gince he first knew it, he would inform
them that when he first knew the dis-
trict there were some three schools,
now there were nearly 50. There was
not one church, now there were
churches all over the distriet. Again,
there were very few post offices, now
post offices and telephone communica-
tions were extending everywhere.
Mr Jennings pail a tribute to the late
Mr Baume, whom, he stated, was
always a straight-out freeholder. Re-
ferring once again to road matters in
his electorate, Mr Jennings asked:
Has centralisation, so far as roads and
bridges are concerned, been of benefit
to the newly-settled districts of the
North Izland? Replying to his own
question he said that go far as his own
electorate is concerned, he unhesitat-
ingly said it has been a detriment,
and serious at that. The expense in-
volved in correspondence, telegraphy,
and interviewing has been increased
five times. Then officials and offices



had been increased, which, of course,
meant extra expense. That there
were undoubted blemishes and blun-
dering under the old system was well
known, but with all its disadvantages
it was a long way in advance of the
present system. What was to be done
to save the situation, so far as the
Liberal and democratic opinion of this
electorate was concerned? Conditions
were unsettled and menacing, and it
was time some rational plan was estab-
lished to meet the popular demand for
education, telephonic communication,
better roading and bridging, and
other conveniences. He did not wish
to see the Government put to a greater
financial strain than it could bear. If
that happened then values would be
destroyed. He wanted more unionism
in regard to the general good, than the
gectional combinations that were now
going on. When he predicted in Par-
liam:=nt eight years ago that there was
a glorious wealth of material equip-
ment in the Rohe Potae district, he
had no dream that the people could
have used the advantages with such
vigour and determination, and that the
resources could have been developed so
quickly. It has been an achievement
worthy of our race, and one of which
they, the pioneers, and himself as
their representative, have reason to be
proud. Population has spread north,
gouth, east, and west, and new commu-
nities have been formed, upon which
lawyer-constructed statutes could not
bind them as to the way they should
go. Were these communities to be
throttled as some of them were by
barriers that should have been removed
long ago? A Cabinet Minister came
with bhim to Te Kuiti, Taumarunui,
Raetehi and other places three years
ago, He asked him to come and hear
what the people had to say as to the
conditions under which they were
suffering. The Minister wrote to him
after the irip was over as follows:-—
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roads and Maori tenures are questions
which are likely to be most prominent
for many years to come, and from my
experience of them I can sympathise
with the settlers and understand the
amount of work which it entails on

ourself. I will do all I can to assist
you.”” What will the next five years
show in this great district? When he
first eame there were no churches, no
ministers, no national or political

ideals. Now, all was changing rapidiy
—a new and composite civilisation has
ﬁrung up. Would it be for God and
vimanity?
The old order changeth, yielding place
10 new,
And God fulfils himgelf in many ways,
Lest one good custom should corrupt

the world,

In econclusion, he wished to again
tell them of the pleasure it gave him

to be pr_ese_it that day and assured

them that so long as they returned
him as their member, he would never
go back on them. He wished the new
factory every success, and stated that
from experience he knew the value to
the district, as well as to the individ-
uals, of the regular factory cheques.

Mr O’Dwyer read telegrams from
Mr Hitcheock, the contractor, expres-
sing regret at his inability to be pres-
ent, also from Messrs Green and Cole-
brook, }. Darrow, and J. Boddie Mayor
of Te Kuiti, wishing the dairying in-
dustry all success.

Mr P. Tarrant proposed the health
and prosperity of the ‘‘Pio Pio Dairy
Factory.””’

Mr J. B. Young, in response to the
toast of ‘“The Visitors,”’ stated that it
gave him great pleasure to be present
on rsuch an auspicious oecasion and to



thinlk that the township was now 80
firmly established. He congratulated
the settlers upon their enterprise in
starting the dairying industry, and
felt sure it would greatly enhance the
prosperity of the district. He wished
the factory every sucess and trusted it
would prosper exeedingly.

Mr Shaw also spoke to the toast and
stated that he was very pleased to be
present. It was his first visit to Pio
Pio and he was much impressed with
the country he had seen, on his way
out from Te Kuiti, he wished the new
industry every success.

In response to the toast of the com-
pany’s solicitors (Messrs Broadfoot
and Finlay), Mr Finlay said he was
grateful to them for the hearty man-
ner in which they had received the
toast. There had been certain diffiul-
ties to overcome in connection with
the initial steps of the company’s
business, but he had found the work a
pleasure, particularly so on account of
the assistance always afforded to him
by the directors. In this connection he
would like to partiularly mention the
good work done by Messrs O’Dwyer
and Bevege, and he would ask those
present to toast those gentlemen,

which was done, with musical honours.

Messrs O’'Dwyer and Bevege re-
turned thanks for the kind manner in
which the toast had been received,
each stating that all the directors had
pulled well together and to all was the
credit due.

Mr Elliott, in responding to the
toast of ‘‘Our Guests,’’ stated that he
looked upon the ceremony that day as
not only the laying of the foundation
stone of the factory, but also the foun-
dation of the prosperiy of the distriet.



After lunch the assembled company
proceeded to the site of the factory.

Mr O’Dwyer ecalled upon Mr Jen-
nings to lay the foundation stone.

Mr Jennings having addressed the
assembly, proceeded to lay the stone.
Before doing so he wished the sup-
pliers good luck in the future and
said he felt sure that under the
guidance of Mr O’Dwyer, their chair-
man of directors, all would go well
and that prosperity would attend
their efforts. The stone having been
declared well and truly laid, three
hearty cheers were given for Mr
Jennings and three more for the

directors.



