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MR Co J. PARR'S VI=(L,
LAVELXY DESUTATIING,

Followine on his vigit to Te Ruity,

Mr U, J. Pacye, ehaieman od the Auacik-
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Mr John Hareell, arehitesdt o the
Donrd, travelled out to Uio L'to on

ay afterncon, ror the purpose of

Satur

intoviewineg  settlors and committee
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oo orievances under

which tho wackbiocks are existing,

cduentionaliy.

Mre Duckley, representing Hatanul
sottlers, lirst waited on the chairman,
and alter esplaining the situation
his district, Mr Parr eaid that, 1f they
would undertake that at least 15 chil-
dren should attend and commence and
build a shack of some kind, in the
meantime the Board would undertake
to send a tent up. They would also
send furniture with the tent, and try
to get the thing through while the
roads are good. As soon as the attend-
ance was, say 20, he thought the de-
partment would build a scheol.

Mr Buckley said they would prefer
‘to build on the existing site, but if
not, were willing to put the school on

the education site.
'~ Mr Parr said what they had better
'do was to form a committee and
write for a grant, which would be
gent, Without a committee no grant
was available,

Mr Buckley mentioned the reserve,
which wanted fencing. 1t was five
acres in extent and if the Board found
the wire gettlers would crect the
fence.

Mr DParr said if the shack was not
1 hiv tha wintar the fent waonld be



G g wEe T eives weee veeee e meeen oo
removed, The inspector had reported
unfavourably, but he recognised sett-
lers were off the beaten track, and so
the arrangement was off the beaten
track. They wanted to help the sett-

lers all they could. !

A QUESTION OF SITE.



| Messrs Johnstone, Halmond and
Larsen, respectively, waited on the
. chairman with reference to school
' sites in the Mapara settlement.

| Mr Parr said the application of last
| year was dealt with by Inspector
| Burnside. There were 24 children.

' Mr Halmond: Forty-two children
!a]ready on the roll elseawhere are in
the gettlement. There 1s 1o teacher,
'and we are anxious to have a
school.

Mr Parr: Yes, and the Board 1s
very anxious, too, but if you squabble
“amongsl yoursclveg, don’t blame us.
The inspector reporied, and recom-
moended a central site of three acres
con the scenery reserve, and a building
' to accommodate 40 children.

' Mr Johnstone (to Mr Halmond):

| Were you voicing all the settlers, my
Christian friend?

i Mr Halmond: Yes,

Mr Johnstone: I don’t think so.

Mr Parr: A petition from sattlers
'at one end of the settlement objected
' to the scenery site., We sent this lo
 the Inspector, taking notice of 1t, as
| we always do, and he replied *‘I am
‘quite aware there is a school site

which will serve the Wairere end of
the block, and there 18 aiso another
site serving Te Kuiti end of the
block.”” In February you wrote, Mr
Johnstone, sayirg settlers unanimous-
ly agreed to the site.

. Mr Johnston: They were unani-
"mously agreed. (To Mr Halmond):
" You agreed?

. Mr Halmond: I don’t care if the
‘school is on the top of Mount Cook.
' was trying to equalise the distances
‘ from both ends.

Mr Parr: Mr Johnstone wrote:
““There has been some underhand work
' going on, to further their own selfish
‘ends.”” Were you serving your selfish

ends, Mr Halmond?
Aas Ilalimmand s AWa T arae nnt
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Mr Parr: We sent your letter on to
Inspector Burnside, Mr Johnstone,
and he held to his central site. The
Board was willing to apply for it but
there i1s this difference of opinion as
to the site.

Mr Halmond ;: Mr Parr, let me intro-
duce Mr Larsen, one of the earliest
settlers along with myself, in the
block. I have nine children and he
has about 12,

Mr Larsen: I should just like to gay
a few words. If the school is built as
the Inspector says, it will leave the
Johnstone setclers entirely out. 1f
built the other way it will leave the
others entirely out. There is another
site!

Mr Parr: How many more sites?
How fur are you, Johnstone, from the
central site.

Mr Johnstone: Three or four miles
and without roads. There are also
three or four settlers there, some with
roads and others none.

Mr Hualnoud (Te Me Jobntone):
Burnside achked zeltlers i youvr dis-
trict and they sent round u pelition.

By Johnstone  tle the chanrmaoan)
The =ite 1 am batthnge fer has 25 to
au children elose Lo 1t

Mr Lorsen favoured
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gite, seclivh 7.

BMr Johnstone: 1t s practically In
the centre of the bloelk,

Mr Parr: bBut the Ingpeclor re-
ported the scenery reserve as the

1]

most contral,

Mr Johmstone : ‘There has been some
underhand work seing on.

Mr Darr: T didn't think any under-
haud work went on in the King Coun-
try, [ thought it wus oniy 1o the
citios.

Mr Halmend: The settlement 12 a
very  long one, about 10 miles in
length and  half-moun shaped at that.
1 said let the deparvtment put up a
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how keen the visitor, could give a
correct impression of the diflivultics
setflers had to deal with,

Mr Parr: You represent lio Dio,

stt? 1 am as keenly alive as
yvou are fo the wants of the back-
bloeks., Get to tha real business,

My LEliott: I want to get to busi-
ness, Mr Porr, aucd to show that our
erievances are real.  We don’t accuse
the Auckland Eduecation Beard of in-
activity. The district ig so large that
this movement for separation has
arisen. We have had no prover school
building. e have been turned out
of our school. Notice was given again
and again—-—.

Mr Parr: [ really can’t allow you
to say that,

Mr Illiott: Well, in October last
year a representation was made to the
Board that the school was no longer
available.

Mr Parr: The records don’t show it
and the oflicers deny having received
it.

Mr Elliott: At the eleventh hour we
were turned out and we formed a
meeting here and wired to the Board.
It was a whole week before a reply
was received. Was not that a grie-
vance!

Mr Parr: The tent was sent at the
beginning of the schooi year,

Mr Elliott: The school year was not
the time we were turned out. The

A - SR iuy e LR R ] P del psmrlew o bvasre



Mr Parr: If you will kindly let me
hear what your grievances are I'm
here to listern to them. After ail—
whaf does it matter? You drag up
this affair of being examined under a
hawthorn trec. What does it matter?

Mr Elliott said he was astonished to
find the Education Board knew nothing
of the site. The site was still avail-
able. At one time there were fac-
tions, but they were united and ap-
pointed to meet the inspector.  When
his repert came he recommended a
rocky site. They found 1t to be a
dusty one aud objeclionable in other
ways., They were not opposing it,
but said ‘““Here’s a site you can read-
ily got.”” If the inspector’s site was
adopted they wouldn’t get a school this
side of wiuter.

Mr Parr (reading from Mr Edg-
cumbe’s report): No. 1 Rawstron's
site, fifty chains from the Post Office,
was a rocky one. No. 2 was J0 chains
from the Post Office, between the
Maori hall and the bridge, and this
also was a somewhat broken one. No.
9 was 25 chains from the Pust Office
and was a site offered by the Maori
owners, who stipulated that the school
should be five ehains from the road.

Mr Elliott: We strongly recommend
No. 2 site. We never asked Mr Edg-
cumbe to indicate a new site. We
wanted him to decide which of the
two sites was the better.

Mr Parr: What is the iand worth?

Mr Elliott: The Dairy IFactory
Company got it at £10 an acre.

Mr Parr: Who put the Maoris up to
it?

Mr Elliott: They want no putting
up to it.

Mr Parr: Anotber school at Troop-
er’s road will be wanted ultimately,
Mr Edgcumbz points out. He went
to a lot of trouble and here you ob-
ject. Then you wrote saying that
ciman smrmanld Aa vranw haot Ia that aen®
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Mr Elliott: The natives accuse ine
of stealing the land for the factory.

Mr Hattaway: The natives accuse
us of loafing on the M=ori. They
have bean applied to and want £60
an acre for the four acres. The land
runs through two owners’ property
and they have to be approached.



Mr Parr: The position 1s a very
awlkward one.

Mr Hattaway: We have stuck to
one site from the first. Mr Edgcumbe
sprurg a surprise on us, The in-
spector’s report was a surprise, too.
We're too far away to reach the press

Mr Parr: Oh, no. You reach the
press all right.

Mr Hattaway: [ oppose My kdg-
cumbe’s site, becauze 1t 18 web ane
unbealthy and under water four
months in the vear. We are study-
ing the bealth of our ehildren.

Mr Elliott: Ay position ig that I
don't want to bioek the crecetion of a
school if you can et a site al ouce
We broueht onr site before the Native
Land Court and Mr Seymour told me
that it was vested in the Erducation
Department,

Mr Pavr: 1 zuzpect that when we
ot to the bottem of this there is no
title to it.

Alr Elligit: 'The dilference is taat
in our case the natives are wiliing
and in ihe other they are not,

My Parr: Whieh ever sile 18 taken
[ expect it will have to be taken under
the Public Works Act, 1 am sorry you
opposed My Iddgeumbe s site, as if
vou were agreeable the Fdueation
Board would take it under the Mublice
T"r whis Act,
fr Fllicit: Members of the eom-
t,[ are agreeable to the purchase
of the site if it can be aequired
4.‘;u1a‘l§5 ¥

In reply te Mr Pary, Mr Daov epe g aic
the zite was a g Gml one, bul for tE'.

water backing up The examination
under the hawihorn tree was reported
to the Boeard. The school was held

under the tree fora week, A f,l.]"*'I
wasn an ab the time and that waz wiy
they were turned oud of the building.
e informed the Board himself,

Mr Parr: Well, we will take 1t that
van did. sir. 1 dun t think the world



18 eoing te sten because ef this open-
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| air eszamination. All over toe world
! to-day the tendency s Lo wark mora
| in the open iz in reonection witn
echouls, [loefore 1 wisic the sites i
bwish to say a few u-um It 13
bativead there ave hardehins and griev-
anees i the King Counlry, The

Lidueation Board 12 ieenly alive to the
needs of gettlers in Lhuﬂ great diatrict,
and as soon as applications dare made
we deal with them promptiy,

My Parr then tHuastrated some of Lhe
difticalties the Board bhad to contend
with, mentiening the cases of Mairvoa
and Waimiha as examplea. e was
several times ioterrupted by Messrs
Elliott and Hattawayv when speaking
and some warm passages at arms ook
place, Mr Parr averrviong thal in all
other places he had visited he had been
met with courtesy, but nad been in-
culted that afternoon at ’io Pio.

Mr Hattaway: When 1 appeaved
before your Bouard tbe then chairman
said they had only two ov three
minutes to spare, after we had tra-
velled 150 miles to visit it. We were
working within the Act, Mr Parr, and
you eannct do more than that yoursell,

Mr Parr: Well, if vou don’t wish
to hear me I have nothing more to

say.
Mr Elliott: We will give you a fair
hearing.

Mr Parr: I have been right through
Piriaka, Manunui and Owhanga, and
[ have failed to find any existing
grievance and they were opposed to
any propusal to separate this district
and make a new one.

Mr Elliott: I beg to differ. 1 have
a letter from Taumaranui.

Mr Parr: I don’t think the depart-
ment will hear of it. At the prvss?r‘f
time vou have the right to nominate
3 Ennmddf.ﬁ for ﬂw L’Ddrd of Educa-
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Board, why not nominate and put him
in?  The tendercy is to amalgamate
smaller Boards, It was unfortunate
that the Maoris turned you out of the
hall after being there two years. One
would have expected they wounld have
given us o little longer time to
erect the new school. That is my
opinion.  The position to-day is that
the DBoard of Education is ready to
go ahead--io put up a school—-bus
there is the qguestion of your site,
Mr Edgcumbe visits Pio Pio, selects a
gite, and now we find Mr Hattaway
objects.

Mr Hattaway: DBecause it iz a wet
one.

Mr Parr: Yes, that may be. As
soon as you get the site settled you’ll
got the school.  The Board 1s most
anxious to get on with its work., If
you ecan suggest any way of getting a
aite I'Hl undertake to get on with the
work within a week.

At this point Mr Farr intimated
that he would view the various sites,
and Messrs Bevege, LElliott and Hatta-
way expressed the thanks of the
committee that the chalrman bad
vigited Pio Pio. They further asked
Mr Parr to excuse the warm words
that had been passed, said, as they
were, in the heat of the moment.

Mr Parr, with the committee, then
visited the various sites suggested for
the new school. Eventually the
Board’s chairman informed the com-
mittee that, if the natives would give
three acres on the hill where the
present tent was, he thought the
Board would aceept the site. 1t Mr
Llliott could grarantee that  the
Board would get a title and that
there would be no native obstruction,
he would telearaph to the departnient,
urging an immediate grant, so that
tenders micht be calied for the new



building without delay.



My Iilliott said the commitiee would
guarantee that there would be no
trouble with the natives, 1f {hat site
were accepted, and that the IDoard
would get a tit]l—)

Mr Parr said there was always the
question of thr, department being sut-
isfied, but he could say that, so far as
he was concerned, he preferred the
gite to any of the others.  Ile pointed
out that Mr Bevege was wrong when
he asid that tbhe Board was guiity of
delay since October, at which time
he stated the Board was notified that
the Maoris would want ithe Hall st
Christmas. Mr Parr then went
through the correspondence which
showed that in Oclober the Dourd sent
Inspeetor Burpside to report on get-
ting a site for the new scheol.  On
the 4th November the inepector re-
ported in favour of the hill site, but
the Paemako committee, through its
chairman, wrote to the Deard, and
strongly objected to that site, as
being too close to their school.  Fur-
thermore, the land was native, with
eicht or nine different owners. Under
the circumstances, the inspector al-
terzd his reecommendation, and sag-

gested Rawstren's site. This did not
salisfy the residents. My Edgeumbe
then visited the distriet, and fHixed
another site, which alse did not ""11513

come of the residents. The DBoard
wag, therefore, in this position: That
it was ready to go on with the build-
ing, but was blocked because of the
native diffiealties and because some
esidents, and the adjoining commit-
tee, were al sixes aud sevens over the
guestion of site. Mr Pary concluded
““1 think, under the ecircumstances,
hotnh Mr Elliott and Mr Hattaway
owe me a apology for saying that
the DBoard has neglected them gince
October. The Board was ready to go
on with a building at once, if they
Al soren nn oa site.
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Mr Hattaway: That letier from Mr
Tarrant to the Board is a surprise to
mic. I had no idea that the acmako
committee were objecting and had
caused the alteration in the sites. If
I had known this 1 would not have
spoken so heatedly. I am pleased, Mr
Parr, you have come and cleaved
things up.  Your visit has done good,

ilr Parr then said he wouild send a
surveyor in on DMonday to survey the
site, it being understood the commit-
tec wouid guarantee the title and save
the Board any trouble with the Maoris.
1f tire department in Wellington ac-
cepted the site, the new building could
Le proceeded with at once. Ie hoped
the committee would help, by sending
the Board the particulars asked for
last week,



